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ABSTRACT 
Amy Wallace: Differences in Parent and Child Experiences of Parents’ Racial Socialization 
Practice  
(Under the direction of Vonnie McLoyd) 
 
The current study utilized data for 64 African American adolescents and their parents to 
investigate the impact of warmth and conflict on parent-child agreement in reports of 
parental racial socialization. Fathers and children did not tend to agree on reports of parental 
racial socialization. In mother-child dyads, conflict, rather than warmth, moderated parent-
child agreement. Contrary to hypotheses, however, higher levels of conflict were associated 
with higher levels of agreement. These findings suggest that low levels of conflict in 
adolescence may be reflective of low parent-child interaction overall whereas, high levels of 
conflict may indicate a developmentally appropriate healthy parent-adolescent relationship. 
Recommendations for future research include replication of this study using a larger sample 
size and further investigation of father roles.  
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CHAPTER 1 
INTRODUCTION 
 The primary goals of the present study are (1) to gain an understanding of the experiences 
of African American parents and children in the racial socialization process and (2) to 
identify factors that influence concordance between parent and child reports about the extent 
and nature of parental racial socialization. 
 Providing a healthy social environment for children is a very important concern shared by 
all parents, regardless of race or culture. However African American families have the task of 
providing a healthy social frame of mind in a society where being an African American in 
American society often has negative connotations (Peters, 1985). These negative 
connotations are developed in the form of the many risk factors associated with being an 
African American. These risk factors, including discrimination, racism, and negative 
stereotypes, have been shown to have negative implications for raising mentally healthy 
African American children (Harrison-Hale, McLoyd, & Smedley, 2004; Sanders Thompson, 
1996). 
 Sampson and Wilson (1995) concluded that Blacks are so disproportionately represented 
in the basic features of economic and family organization that the worst urban contexts of 
white communities are notably better than the average context in which blacks reside.  
According to the 2003 U. S. Census Population Reports, African Americans, in 2002, made 
up only thirteen percent of our nation’s civilian population yet, in 2001, they accounted for 
twenty-three percent of Americans living in poverty. Many Black children are directly faced 
2with the hardships resulting from this racial inequality, including poverty or low-income 
living arrangements, inadequate educational resources, or other negative environmental 
factors (Peters, 1985).  
 Reports reveal that African Americans continue to perceive themselves as discriminated 
against by Whites (Goldberg, 1994; Holmes, 1994; Stevenson, Cameron, Herrero-Taylor & 
Davis, 2002). A poll conducted in 1994 by Louis Harris (Goldberg, 1994; Holmes, 1994) 
indicated that 80% of African Americans feel that they are unequal to or have less 
opportunity than their White counterparts with regards to treatment in the workplace, 
schools, courts, media, housing and credit agencies.  
 In addition to all of the alarming statistics on Black families and their inferiority to White 
families economically, academically and otherwise, Black children must also overcome the 
stereotypes to which they are subject simply by being a member of the Black race (Sackett, 
Hardison, Chaitra, & Cullen, 2004). Members of other races often hold negative views of 
African Americans in America. An example of these negative stereotypes is found in the 
1990 National General Social Survey (Bobo, 2000).  Fifty-four percent of White respondents 
rated African Americans as less intelligent, 56% rated African Americans as more prone to 
violence, and 62% rated them as lazier when compared to Whites. Seventy-eight percent 
rated African Americans as preferring to live on welfare as compared to Whites.   
 Blacks also suffer from stereotypes within their own ethnic group. Research has shown 
that low achievement in African American children may be linked to the ‘acting white’ 
phenomenon and Black children’s fears that peers will label them as “acting white” if they 
speak a certain way, earn good grades in school, or spend too much time studying (Fordham 
& Ogbu, 1986). Moreover, in general, educational and peer discrimination reported by 
3African American children has been linked to maladaptive outcomes such as low levels of 
self-esteem (Fisher, Wallace & Fenton, 2000).  
 The impacts of economic hardship, stereotype, and racism threaten both the mental and 
physical well-being of African American children. Research has marked these conditions in 
African American families as stressors linked to lower cognitive functioning in children, 
conflictual parent-child relations, and higher levels of stress and anxiety (Clark, Anderson, 
Clark & Williams, 1999; Harrison-Hale et al., 2004). Increasing attention has been given to 
the process by which parents attempt to insulate their children from racism, discrimination, 
and other negativities associated with race by imparting racial socialization messages to 
promote a positive minority identity (Coard & Sellers, 2005). The goal of the present study is 
to determine whether and under what circumstances racial socialization messages are 
actually received by the child. 
Racial Socialization  
 The process by which parents prepare their children to deal with these issues may include 
discussions about race-related issues, interactions, behaviors, and cultural rituals and 
traditions. This process is most often termed racial socialization. An early study of racial 
socialization in African American families reported that 50% of African American parents 
talk to their children about race and communicate the importance of cultural values (Spencer, 
1983). More recent studies have reported a higher prevalence of racial socialization in 
African American families. In Sanders Thompson’s (1994) study, 79% of African American 
males and females between the ages of 18 and 85 recalled having race-related discussions 
with their parents or other caregivers. Similarly, 73% of a sample of 1,328 sixth and seventh 
grade Black adolescents in a study headed by Biafora and colleagues (1993) reported having 
4family discussions about racism and discrimination. Results from a recent study suggest that 
nearly 90% of African American parents convey some type of racial socialization messages 
to their children (Caughy, O’Campo, Randolph, & Nickerson, 2002).  
 Although the majority of African American families engage in some form of racial 
socialization, whether it be direct or indirect, some parents are more intentional in their 
practice than others (Boykin & Toms,1985;  McAdoo, 2002). Moreover, research shows that 
Black parents differ in their patterns of child socialization or the different manners and/or 
frequencies of racial socialization they communicate to their children. Many of the predictors 
of these patterns have been found in demographic and environmental variables such as age, 
gender, marital status, education level, region, and neighborhood composition (Thornton, 
Chatters, Taylor & Allen, 1990). Using data from the National Survey of Black Americans, 
Thornton and his colleagues found that older individuals, individuals with higher levels of 
education, married parents, and female parents, are more likely to racially socialize their 
children. Hughes and Chen’s (1997) study of African American parents with children aged 4-
14 revealed that parents are more likely to racially socialize their older children than their 
younger children, perhaps because older children are more able to understand and process 
socialization messages.  
 Recent exploration has put less emphasis on whether and to what extent a parent practices 
racial socialization and more focus on the types of racial socialization messages that are 
being communicated. Several models, both theoretical and empirical, have been developed to 
conceptualize the dimensions of racial socialization. For instance, researchers following 
Boykin and Toms’ (1985) model of the tripartite-nature of socialization in African American 
families, propose that racial socialization messages can refer to (a) mainstream experience -- 
5emphasizing adaptation to the mainstream culture, promotion of universal moral values, 
promoting equality of all people regardless of race; (b) minority experience -- acceptance of 
minority status and emphasizing recognition of discrimination; or (c) Black Cultural 
experience -- promoting cultural pride, knowledge of African heritage, history, and traditions 
(Caughy et al., 2002; Thornton, 1997). Stevenson et al.’s (2002) factor analyses pointed to 
five categories of racial socialization messages: cultural coping with antagonism (messages 
that adolescents receive regarding coping with racial negativity), cultural pride reinforcement 
(messages of cultural pride and knowledge), cultural appreciation of legacy (endorsing 
appreciation of one’s African American heritage), cultural alertness to discrimination 
(awareness and experience of racism and discrimination), and cultural endorsement of the 
mainstream (messages related to the importance of adapting to the majority culture values 
and institutions). In yet another factor analytic model of racial socialization, Hughes and 
Chen (1999) identified four categories: cultural socialization (emphasis on cultural heritage 
and pride), preparation for bias (preparation for discrimination or racism), egalitarianism 
(emphasizing equality of all races), and racial mistrust (promoting distrust of other races, 
especially majority race).   
 Hughes and Johnson (2001) found that many racial socialization practices that parents 
directed toward their third through fifth grade children were shaped by their knowledge of 
their children’s social experiences and their children’s questions and/or comments about race. 
In essence, the type of messages a child receives depends on the experience they encounter or 
the curiosities they develop. For example, a parent whose child comes to them wanting to 
know more about their heritage or ancestry may, in turn, communicate more messages about 
cultural legacy and pride, whereas another parent who finds that his/her child has recently 
6been the subject of discrimination may communicate messages relating to what Stevenson et 
al (2002) describe as ‘cultural coping with antagonism’ as well as messages of cultural pride. 
Another investigation of the types of racial socialization messages African American parents 
send to their children revealed that how much and in what way a parent racially socializes are 
tied to his her own experience being racially socialized as a child. Thus, a parent who, as a 
child, received messages of preparation for racial bias, is more likely to communicate 
messages that inform the child about racial bias and prepare them to deal with discrimination 
(Hughes & Chen, 1997). Gender may also play an important role in the type of message a 
parent chooses to send. Stevenson et al. (2002) found that female adolescents tend to report 
more messages of racial pride whereas male adolescents are more likely to report messages 
of preparation for discrimination. This is likely due to parental beliefs that African American 
males are often targeted and treated by societal institutions as threats and thus need the 
proper preparation to deal with such stereotype and/or discrimination. 
Correlates of Racial Socialization 
 Racial socialization not only may prepare children to deal with race-related issues by 
teaching cultural racial pride and preparing them for possible discrimination (Miller, 1999; 
Stevenson, 1997; Vargas & Koss-Chioino, 1992). It may also contribute to positive adaptive 
outcomes (Bowman & Howard, 1985; Hughes & Chen, 1997; Marshall, 1995; Miller, 1999; 
Stevenson, 1995; Sanders Thompson, 1994). Caughy et al. (2002), using data from the 
National Early Child Care Study, found that African American children whose homes were 
observed to be rich in African American culture had greater funds of factual knowledge and 
better developed problem-solving skills in relation to dealing with race-related issues. Parents 
in the same study who reported socializing their children to be proud of their heritage also 
7reported fewer behavior problems. Other research has found that messages of cultural pride 
and egalitarianism are linked to positive self-esteem (Miller, 1999; Stevenson, 1995) In all of 
these cases, though, the outcome is dependent upon the type of message communicated to the 
child. 
 Positive racial socialization has been linked to adult functioning as well, specifically in 
racial identity development. When asked to retrospectively report race-related discussions, 
African American individuals who reported having received race-related messages from their 
parents while growing up were more likely to report feelings of closeness to other African 
Americans (Demo & Hughes, 1990) and score higher on measures of racial identity (Sanders 
Thompson, 1994).  
 There has been a substantial amount of research capturing the experiences of racial 
socialization of parents and their children as independent informants, but there is little that 
compares parent and child experience to one another simultaneously. This poses the question, 
then, of whether the child’s report of their parent’s socialization practice is similar to what 
the parent actually report practicing.  
Differences in Parent and Child Reports of Parental Racial Socialization 
 Current research suggests that parents and their children may have very distinct 
experiences of parents’ racial socialization practice. For instance, African American parents 
tend to report more emphasis on messages of cultural pride and heritage than on 
discrimination and racial bias (Caughy et al., 2002; Hughes & Chen, 1997; Marshall, 1995; 
Phinney & Chavira, 1995). In addition, parents less frequently report conveying messages of 
racial mistrust (Caughy et al., 2002). However, a different pattern emerges when children, 
rather than parents, are the reporters of the parents’ racial socialization practices (McLoyd, 
8Cauce, Takeuchi & Wilson, 2000). Children often report parents’ emphasis on messages 
preparing them to deal with racism and discrimination (Sanders Thompson, 1994; Stevenson 
et al, 2002). Marshall (1995) reported that compared to only 18% of parents, 40% of children 
reported that the parents had said nothing to them about race. The study found similar 
incongruence when parents and children reported on the parents’ emphasis on racial pride. 
These results suggest that many parents may, at times, be ineffective in communicating 
intended racial socialization messages to their child.  
 Congruence between parents and children about the child’s experience may be vital in 
effective parenting and child development (Ceballo, Dahl, Aretakis, & Ramirez, 2001). For 
instance it is likely that parents who believe their child’s cultural pride is instrumental to his 
or her well-being as a minority will report socializing the child with such messages of racial 
and cultural pride. However, if the child does not report receiving these messages, it is, 
perhaps, less likely that he or she may hold such feelings of racial and cultural pride. 
Similarly, if a parent reports transmitting positive principles for dealing with racial 
discrimination, and the child’s report does not corroborate the parent’s report, the child may 
be less prepared with effective mechanisms for coping with discrimination than a child who 
reports receiving such parental messages. In both of these situations, an important piece in 
this transmission process is lost. The child may not be receiving the racial socialization or the 
preparation that the family not only believes is necessary, but is seeking to bestow.  
 Hence, it is arguable that the impact of parental socialization is dependent on whether the 
child perceives or interprets the socialization experience as the parent intends. The relation 
between parent practice and child outcome, then, should not be measured solely on the basis 
of parent report about socialization practices, as this relationship may rely heavily on and be 
9moderated by, the child’s perception of that practice (Neiderhiser, Pike, Hetherington & 
Reiss, 1998). In essence, in order for the child to be adequately equipped, according to their 
parents, with the necessary knowledge and values for dealing with race, there must be some 
agreement in what the parent and child experience in terms of the parental racial 
socialization. Tien, Roosa and Michaels (1994) argue that parent-child agreement is an 
important factor in effective parenting because parental behaviors are most likely to produce 
the intended consequences when they are perceived similarly by parent and child. For this 
reason, understanding the discrepancies between parent and child report of parenting 
behaviors is vital in investigating parenting influences on child outcomes. Equally as 
important are the factors that predict this discrepancy (Tein et al., 1994).  
Impact of Parent-Child Relationship on Parent-Child Agreement 
 According to Tien et al. (1994), any factor affecting or causing bias to the perception of 
one reporter reduces the level of parent-child agreement on their reports of parental 
behaviors. Thus, it is important to understand factors that affect a parent or child’s perception 
in order to effectively investigate predictors of parent-child agreement on parental behaviors. 
Although there is no substantive literature on parent-child agreement in reports of parental 
racial socialization, research on agreement between parents and children about other issues 
may be informative and suggest hypotheses relevant to racial socialization.   
 Recent research on parent-child agreement has investigated the impact of warmth and 
conflict in parent-child relationships. One such study found that higher levels of perceived 
parental warmth were also related to the child’s perception of overall harmony or agreement 
in the family (Lau et al., 1990). Grills & Ollendick (2002) found that children and parents 
from families characterized by high levels of conflict evidenced poorer agreement on an 
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assessment measure. Another study conducted by Knafo and Schwartz (2003) found that 
adolescents’ accuracy in perception of their parents’ values correlated positively with their 
report of parental warmth and responsiveness and negatively with their reports of parent-
child conflict and indifferent parenting. It is probable that a lack of warmth or evidence of 
conflict in a parent-child dyad may lead the child to reject or tune out parental messages or 
select only parts of messages (Goodnow, 1997). In addition, with respect to racial 
socialization, parents and children possessing an unhealthy and frequently conflicting 
relationship may have conflicting views of the parent’s attempts to provide a healthy social 
environment for the child. Conversely, a child who is more connected and has warm and 
healthy relationship with his/her parent, will be more in-tune and more receptive of messages 
or values that a parent attempts to instill (Grills & Ollendick, 2002). 
 An emerging variable in predicting quality of parent-child relationships is gender. 
Researchers often find that, compared to male children, female children tend to rate their 
mothers and fathers as more loving and less rejecting. Studies of differences in children’s 
perceptions of parenting values suggest that males are less likely to accurately perceive 
parent behaviors. Perhaps this is because female children perceive warmer relationships with 
their parents and are, in turn, more in-tune with their parents (Goodnow, 1992; Grills & 
Ollendick, 2002).  
Given this variance in perception and parent-child relationship with respect to children’s 
gender, it is possible that agreement with parent reports will vary according to gender (Tein 
et al., 1994). Gender may affect agreement directly through differences in perceptions and 
also indirectly by impacting the nature of the parent-child relationship.  
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Specific Aims 
 The present study assesses differences between parent and child’s report of parental racial 
socialization messages and factors that may influence these differences. It is hypothesized 
that concordance between parent report of racial socialization and the child’s perception of 
their parent’s racial socialization will be moderated by various characteristics in the parent-
child dyad. In particular, it is expected that:  
1. Levels of parental warmth will moderate the relation between parent and 
child report of parents’ racial socialization practice, with higher levels of 
warmth being associated with higher levels of parent-child agreement.  
2. Levels of parent-child conflict will moderate the relation between parent 
and child report of parents’ racial socialization practice, with higher levels 
of conflict being associated with lower levels of parent-child agreement.  
This study also explores the following questions: 
1. Does parent-child concordance in reports of racial socialization vary according to 
child gender or parent gender? 
2. Does parent-child concordance in reports of racial socialization vary according to 
the type of message communicated? If so, on which types of racial socialization 
messages are parents and children more likely to agree? 
3. Are there differences in the mother-child vs. father-child relationship that may 
influence parent-child agreement in reports of parental racial socialization?
 
CHAPTER II 
METHODS 
Participants  
 The current study utilizes data from 62 sixth and seventh grade African American 
adolescents and their families. Specially, the sample consisted of 26 adolescent males and 36 
adolescent females, as well as 60 mothers and 24 fathers. All were participants in a larger 
home-based study of family processes in African American families and their relationship to 
adolescent adjustment. Adolescents participating in the study lived with at least one 
biological parent.  Families in the study were recruited by word of mouth and by flyers 
distributed throughout the Durham and Chapel Hill communities. Fliers provided contact 
information for interested families. Families were able to contact staff via telephone to 
express interest, obtain more information about the study and schedule interviews. During 
this telephone call, a research assistant attempted to speak to each caregiver and the 
adolescent to describe the study.  If a caregiver and/or adolescent was not present at the time 
of the call, the research assistant requested permission to call at a later time to speak with 
each person.  Upon receiving each individual’s verbal assent to participate in the study, the 
family was scheduled for data collection at their earliest convenience. 
Procedure  
 Data was collected in the family home unless otherwise preferred by the family. Families 
wishing to conduct assessments elsewhere were given the option of meeting in research 
offices at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Although the larger study was a 
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longitudinal one in which data was collected at 4 points, the present study is based solely on 
data collected at Time 1. For most interviews, one trained research assistant was in 
attendance. However, for large families or parents who needed child care for younger 
children, additional research assistants were present. Consent was obtained from parent(s) 
and adolescent prior to any data collection. During the assessment, trained research assistants 
provided each participating family member, the adolescent and their primary caregivers (both 
mother and father when available), with explicit instruction for entering responses for the 
computer-based surveys. Computer-based surveys included an electronic version of each 
measure in which data was stored and electronically placed into data files. Each participant 
was advised to work individually and not to share responses. Research assistants were 
available throughout the assessment process to answer any questions or provide any 
assistance needed. The entire interview lasted approximately 1 -2 hours. Each family was 
compensated with a Panasonic DVD player for their participation. 
Measures 
 Demographics. A demographic questionnaire was administered to parents and children to 
acquire basic background information. Demographic information for parents included age, 
ethnicity, birthplace, years in U.S., marital status, family composition, education, 
employment, and income. Demographic information collected for children included gender, 
age, ethnicity, birthplace, years in U.S., school enrollment, grades, employment, and 
parenthood. 
 Parental warmth. The warmth subscale from the child-report version of the Parental 
Acceptance Rejection Questionnaire (PARQ-C) (Rohner, 1978) was administered to the 
adolescent to measure reported levels of parental warmth and affection. The scale asks 
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adolescents to indicate the response that best indicates how their parent treats them. The 
response format for the 8-item subscale is a 4-point likert-type format with responses ranging 
from 1 (“Almost Never True”) to 4 (“Almost Always True”). Sample items include: “My 
[parent] says nice things to me” and “My [parent] cares about what I think and likes me to 
talk about it.” Adolescents in 2-parent homes completed the PARQ twice, once to assess 
paternal warmth and once to assess maternal warmth. The PARQ has established statistical 
reliability and validity for all major American ethnic groups, including African Americans. 
Cronbach's alphas for child- version PARQ subscales range between .78 and .90 (Khaleque 
& Rohner, 2002).  
 Parent-child conflict. Levels of conflict between parents and children were reported by the 
adolescent using the Conflict Behavior Questionnaire (Robin & Foster, 1989). The CBQ is a 
20-item scale capturing adolescent report of adolescent-parent conflict (e.g. “My [parent] and 
I almost never seem to agree”; “At least once a day, my [parent] and I get angry at each 
other.”). For each item, the adolescent indicates whether the item does (True) or does not 
(False) describe their relationship with their parent. In two parent homes, adolescents 
completed the CBQ twice, once for father and once for mother. The response format for the 
scale is dichotomous (true or false).  Internal consistency reliability coefficients of .90 and 
above have been reported for this measure (Robin & Foster, 1989), though estimates were 
based on a predominantly White sample.  
 Parent-reported racial socialization practices. Parent racial socialization practices were 
reported by all parents using items from Hughes and Chen’s (1997) measure of Race 
Socialization. A total of 14 items was selected from the Hughes and Chen’s (1997) Race 
Socialization scale to assess the frequency of cultural pride messages (e.g. How often have 
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you done things to celebrate Black history?”) and messages of preparation for discrimination 
(e.g. “How often have you told your child people might treat him/her badly due to race?”). 
Research provides evidence that African American children are more frequently socialized in 
these domains than in promotion of mistrust (Hughes & Chen, 1997). The response format 
for this measure is a 5 point likert-type scale with possible responses ranging from “Never” 
to “More than 10 times” within the past year. Examinations of construct validity indicate that 
items in this measure adequately represent their underlying dimensions. Furthermore, 
research has reported internal consistency reliability coefficients ranging from .68 to .91. 
(Hughes & Chen, 1997) 
 Adolescent experience of racial socialization. Hughes and Chen’s (1997) Racial 
Socialization measure for adults was adapted and administered to the adolescent. Wording of 
items was changed slightly to make them answerable from the child’s perspective. For 
example, whereas items in parent version begin with: “How often do you…”; child-version 
items begin with: “How often does your parent…”. Adolescents in 2-parent homes 
completed two measures of racial socialization, one for father and one for mother. 
 
CHAPTER III 
RESULTS 
 Preliminary analyses established internal consistency reliability coefficients for each 
measure. Cronbach’s alphas for warmth and conflict scales were .93 and .67, respectively. 
The racial socialization scale yielded a reliability coefficient of .91 for the parent version and 
.95 for the child version. Table 1 presents descriptive statistics for each study variable for 
parents and children.   
 T-tests demonstrated that, overall, parents and children differed in their reported amounts 
of parental racial socialization. Mothers tended to report communicating more racial 
socialization messages than their children reported receiving (M=45.96 and 33.89, 
respectively), t(115) =-4.77, p<.001. The same was true for fathers and their children 
(M=45.26 and 31.44, respectively), t(60) =-3.94, p< .001.  Although parents and children 
differed in their amounts of racial socialization reported, mother and child scores were 
significantly correlated r=.36, p<.001. That is, mothers who reported more racial 
socialization relative to other mothers also had children who reported more parental racial 
socialization relative to other children (see Table 2). This was not true for fathers. T-tests 
also examined parent and child gender differences. There was no significant difference 
across parent (mothers vs. fathers) or child (boys vs. girls) genders in reports of racial 
socialization. As expected, children tended to rate their mothers as significantly warmer than 
their fathers (M=28.82 and 25.77, respectively), t(97) =-2.53, p< .05. No significant 
differences were found between boys’ and girls’ reports of parental warmth. The same was 
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true for reports of parent-adolescent conflict.  It should be noted, though, that results 
approached significance. Specifically, adolescent-father relationships were rated as more 
conflicting than adolescent-mother relationships (M=3.52 and 2.65, respectively), t (94) = 
.97, p=.08. Furthermore, males reported higher levels of conflict with their mothers than did 
their female counterparts (M=3.48 and 1.68, respectively), t(52) = -1.96, p< .06.  
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Table 1 
Means and Standard Deviations of Study Variables  
 
Variable Boys (n=26) Girls (n=36) Total (n=62) 
Mothers (n=60) 
 
Parent-Reported Racial 
Socialization 47.15 (13.00) 44.33 (13.87) 45.96 (13.33) 
Child-Reported Racial 
Socialization 34.75(14.21) 32.77 (13.45) 33.89 (14.01) 
Maternal Warmth 27.93 (5.32) 29.85 (2.74) 28.82 (4.34) 
Mother- Adolescent 
Conflict 3.48 (4.39) 1.68 (2.09) 2.65 (3.61) 
Fathers (n=24) 
 
Parent Reported Racial 
Socialization 46.87 (12.83) 42.25 (11.85) 45.26(12.43) 
Child Reported Racial 
Socialization 31.57(15.95) 31.28(13.65) 31.44 (14.74) 
Paternal Warmth 25.04 (7.38) 26.60 (5.91) 25.77 (6.91) 
Father- Adolescent 
Conflict 3.36 (4.99) 3.39 (5.01) 3.52 (4.94) 
19 
 Hypotheses of the current study were tested using multiple regression analyses. Main 
effects, parent report of racial socialization and child report of parent-child relationship 
(warmth or conflict) were entered in addition to the interaction term for these two variables. 
Each regression model controlled for gender. This ensured that any effects found would be 
over and above any differences in parent-child relationships as a result of child gender.  
Warmth and conflict emerged as highly correlated variables (see Table 2). Given that this 
study was designed to investigate their differential effects in parent-child dyads, warmth and 
conflict, representing aspects of the parent-child relationship, were analyzed in separate 
models to prevent problems of collinearity. In addition, due to the large difference in the 
number of fathers vs. mothers participating in the study, regression analyses were conducted 
testing child vs. mother report and child vs. father report in separate models. No significant 
results were found in analyses of data for fathers. For this reason, the results of regression 
analyses reported will only include data for children and their mothers.  
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Table 2 
 
Correlations Between Study Variables 
 
** p<.01 (2-tailed). 
 
Variable 1 2 3 4 
Mothers 
1. Parent-Reported 
Racial Socialization __ .36** .07 -.12 
2. Child-Reported Racial 
Socialization  __ .21 .06 
3. Maternal Warmth   __ -.67** 
4. Mother- Adolescent 
Conflict    __ 
 
Fathers 
1. Parent Reported 
Racial Socialization __ -.18 -.22 -.05 
2. Child Reported Racial 
Socialization  __ .14 .09 
3. Paternal Warmth   __ -.75** 
4. Father - Adolescent 
Conflict    __ 
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The first regression model (see Table 3) examined the extent to which children’s 
perceptions of maternal warmth moderated the relationship between mother and child report 
of racial socialization. Although the overall model was significant (R2=.20; p<.05), no single 
predictor emerged as significant over and above the others. 
Table 3 
 
Summary of Multiple Regression Analyses for Maternal Report and Warmth as  
 
Predictors of Child Reports of Racial Socialization 
 
Note. R2=.20 (p<.05).  
 
A similar model was run to investigate the impact of conflict on mother-child agreement in 
reports of racial socialization (see Table 4). Conflict and parent report of socialization were 
marginally significant predictors of child-reported racial socialization, (p=.08 and .09, 
respectively). As predicted, the interaction between mother report and conflict was 
significant (=.08, p<.05). However, probing of the interaction produced surprising results. 
The effect of parent report of racial socialization was plotted at high, moderate, and low 
levels of parent-adolescent conflict (see Figure 1). The simple slope of this interaction was 
 
Variable B SE B 
Gender  3.46 4.09 .12 
Mother-Reported Racial 
Socialization (MRS) -.38 .81 -.33 
Maternal Warmth (MW) -.44 1.28 -.13 
MRS x MW .02 .02 .79 
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significant at both moderate and high levels of parent-adolescent conflict (p<.001). However, 
parent report and child report of racial socialization were unrelated at low levels of conflict. 
Contrary to our hypothesis, the relationship between parent and child report at moderate and 
higher levels of conflict was positive. Thus, higher levels of parent-child conflict was 
predictive of higher levels of agreement. 
Table 4 
 
Summary of Multiple Regression Analyses for Maternal Report and Conflict as Predictors of 
Child Reports of Racial Socialization 
 
Note. R2=.30 (p<.01).  
 
*p<.05. 
 
Variable B SE B 
Gender .22 3.66 .03 
Mother-Reported Racial 
Socialization (MRS) .28 .16 .27 
Mother-Adolescent 
Conflict (MAC) -.34 1.88 -.87 
MRS x MAC .08 .03 1.28* 
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Figure 1. Interaction between mother report of racial socialization and mother-adolescent 
conflict as a predictor of child-reported parental racial socialization  
Conditional Values of Parent-Adolescent Conflict 
(PAC)
PAC = 6.26  (1 SD above mean)  
PAC = 2.65  (mean) 
PAC = -0.96 (1 SD below mean) 
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 Table 5 presents means and standard deviations for each racial socialization subscale by 
child and parent gender. There were no significant differences across parent gender in the 
types of racial socialization messages parents reported communicating to children. There 
were also no significant differences across child gender in types of parent-reported racial 
socialization messages communicated. Further exploratory analysis revealed no significant 
correlations between parent and child report on the Cultural Socialization (CS) or Preparation 
for Bias (PB) subscales of Racial Socialization. When analyzed across parent and child 
gender, though, girls tended to agree with fathers on messages of Preparation for Bias (r=.93, 
p<.01), whereas boys’ reports were not significantly related to mother or father reports on 
either subscale (see Table 6).  
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Table 5 
 
Means and Standard Deviations for Parent- and Child-Reported Racial Socialization 
Subscales 
 
Subscale Boys Girls  Total  
Mothers 
Parent-Reported 
Cultural Socialization 16.50 (4.92) 15.92(5.23) 16.26 (5.01) 
Child-Reported Cultural 
Socialization  11.65 (5.17) 12.15(5.37) 11.87 (5.22) 
Parent-Reported 
Preparation for Bias 29.71 (9.08) 30.29 (10.23) 29.95 (9.49) 
 Child-Reported 
Preparation for Bias 22.90 (9.70) 20.62 (9.57) 21.93 (9.63) 
Fathers 
Parent-Reported 
Cultural Socialization 15.07 (5.34) 14.78 (5.14) 14.96 (5.15) 
Child-Reported Cultural 
Socialization  10.00 (5.05) 10.47 (4.05) 10.23 (4.45) 
Parent-Reported 
Preparation for Bias 30.53 (8.97) 30.22 (8.56) 30.42(8.64) 
Child-Reported 
Preparation for Bias 21.46 (10.89) 20.78 (10.21) 21.17 (10.45) 
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Table 6 
 
Correlation Coefficients for the Relationship between Child and Parent Report on Racial 
Socialization Subscales (across parent and child genders) 
 
** p<.01. 
 
Boys 
_______________ 
 
Girls 
_______________ 
 
Subscale Mother Father Mother Father 
Cultural Socialization  -.05 -.40 .39 .40 
Preparation for Bias 
 
.29 -.31 .20 .93** 
CHAPTER IV 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Racial socialization, a dominant parenting practice in African American families, is 
viewed by many researchers as a buffer between the negative social experiences that African 
American children often face and the psychological, emotional and intellectual development 
of these children (Miller, 1999; Stevenson, 1997; Vargas & Koss-Chioino, 1992). The 
present study was designed to examine factors influencing the extent to which racial 
socialization messages are communicated and received by children.  In the current work, 
children’s reception of these messages was gauged by the extent to which they agreed with 
parents’ report of their racial socialization practices. The goal of the present study was not 
only to determine levels of agreement, but also to understand factors in the parent-child dyad 
that impact this agreement, specifically, the extent to which the quality of parent-child 
relationships influences parent-child agreement in reports of racial socialization.  
Racial Socialization 
 Several studies have investigated parental racial socialization and its impact on children. 
However, most of these studies are based on data mothers’ report. No substantive literature 
exists about racial socialization among fathers. The current study included data from fathers 
in order to understand their role in racially socializing their children. Although, overall, both 
parents reported communicating more messages than the child reported receiving, children 
tended to be more in tune with their mothers when comparing reports of parental 
socialization practices. These findings suggest that fathers and children do not tend to agree 
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on reports of parental racial socialization. It is unclear whether the breakdown in 
communication occurs with the sender (i.e. father) or the receiver (i.e. child) of racial 
socialization messages or whether it occurs with both. It may be that fathers do not 
communicate their messages as clearly as mothers and/or that, for some reason, children are 
not as receptive to messages from their father. This finding may also indicate that families in 
this study maintain traditional family characteristics with father as primary disciplinarian and 
mothers taking a more active role in nurturing and interacting with their children, thus 
making them more attuned and in more agreement with the child. Another possibility is that 
fathers may see the efforts of both parents as mutual and may report on practices of both 
father and mother, even when asked to report only their own practices. This would result in 
incongruence if the child focused specifically on their fathers’ racial socialization practices 
when asked to do so. 
Parent-Child Relationship 
 Consistent with current literature on parent-child relationship, mothers were rated by their 
children as warmer than fathers (Shearer, Crouter & McHale, 2005; Smetana, Metzger & 
Campione-Barr, 2004). Again, it is possible that fathers are often the disciplinarians and, 
consequently, the parent most often to set rules in the family. During adolescence especially, 
the period in which autonomous exploration and limit testing is thought to be most evident 
(Graber & Brooks-Gunn, 1996; Lerner et al, 1996; McGue, Elkins, Walden, & Iacono, 2005; 
Steinberg, 1990), adolescents and their fathers often assume conflicting roles which, in turn, 
decreases warmth in their relationships. In addition, research has shown that adolescents tend 
to report spending less time with their fathers than their mothers, giving them less time to 
build and foster a warm and close relationship (Shearer et al., 2005). Also consistent with 
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literature on parent-child relationships, boys in this study tended to rate their relationships 
with their mothers as more conflicting than their male counterparts. Research suggests this is 
because, during adolescence, boys, rather than girls, tend to be at increased risk for 
externalizing behavior. Parents and boys likely experience more conflict because of the 
external nature of boys’ behavior (McGue et al., 2005, Rutter, Caspi, & Moos, 2003). There 
was, however, no difference in the level of conflict children reported having with their 
mothers vs. fathers.  
Racial Socialization and Parent-Child Relationship 
 Parent-child relationship data from the current work were put together with parent and 
child reports of racial socialization in an attempt to gain a more comprehensive picture of 
parenting in African American families. While the parent-child relationship seemed to have 
some influence on agreement between mothers and their children, the same did not hold true 
for fathers. Given that children seemed be to less in tune with their fathers and that fathers’ 
relationships with their children did not seem to impact father-child agreement, maternal 
parenting behaviors was seen as the most accurate indicator of the racial socialization 
process. In the next section, we elaborate on findings from mother-child dyads. 
Contrary to our hypothesis, warmth did not moderate agreement between mother and child 
reports of racial socialization. However when this variable was included in a model with all 
other predictors, the entire model was significant. Whereas neither warmth, mother report, 
nor the interaction of the two alone predicted child report over and above the others, all of 
these variables together significantly predicted the child’s report of mother’s racial 
socialization. This suggests that all of these factors are equally important in gauging the 
communication of racial socialization messages to children.  
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 Conflict, on the other hand, was found to moderate levels of mother-child agreement, 
specifically moderate to high levels of conflict. Contrary to prediction, this relationship was 
positive, suggesting that more conflict is associated with higher levels of parent-child 
agreement. Although these findings are contrary to our prediction, one explanation for this 
relationship may be due to the nature of the adolescent period. That is, because adolescence 
is a period of marked by adolescents’ exploration of their own identity and development of 
autonomy, it is normal and almost inevitable that parent-adolescent conflict would be present 
(Holmbeck, 1996; Smetana, 1996; Smetana, Metzger & Campione-Barr, 2004; Steinberg, 
1990). Research in this area has also suggested that conflict during this period does not 
impair later parent-child relationships (Smetana, Metzger & Campione-Barr, 2004). Thus, 
because conflict is such a normal part of this process, low levels of conflict may reflect low 
levels of significant parent-child interaction as a whole, appearing as a reduced tendency of 
parents to engage adolescents in discussion or an overall low level of parental involvement in 
their adolescents’ lives. A lack of interaction may also suggest a lack of accurate information 
from both the parent and child’s perspective to facilitate any agreement. Furthermore, a 
pattern of limited interaction between parent and child that has become normal to the child 
may lead parents’ reported racial socialization practices to go unnoticed. In summation, 
higher levels of conflict in parent-adolescent relationships may indicate normal and, in many 
cases, healthy adolescent development.   
Exploratory analysis 
 Exploratory analysis of the separate subscales suggested that parents, both mothers and 
fathers, devoted equal time and or effort to preparation for bias and cultural socialization as 
domains of racial socialization. It is unclear why analysis of subscales only produced a 
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significant correlation in data for girls and their fathers’ reports of messages of preparation 
for bias. It could be due to the idea that preparation for bias is most often communicated to 
boys (Stevenson et al, 2002). Hence, the uniqueness of this situation—girls being socialized 
by their fathers in preparation for bias—makes it one that stands out and is recognized and 
thus agreed upon by the female child.  
Implications 
 The implications of the current study can be viewed in the context of fostering productive 
parent-child relations, optimal transmission of protective messages to children, and overall 
healthy adolescent development. The presence of conflict rather then the presence of warmth 
in a mother-child relationship predicts how receptive children will be to their mothers’ 
attempts to racially socialize them. A relationship characterized with moderate levels of 
conflict may reflect healthy adolescent identity exploration and also active parent discipline 
and overall involvement. These types of relationships in adolescence may be the most 
favorable for the effective transmission of messages of racial socialization by the parent to 
the adolescent. It should be noted, though, that mothers were also warmer than fathers. It 
may be true that, though conflict is a key indicator, a certain amount of warmth in the parent 
children relationship is critical to counter the negative effects associated with conflict.   
 African American parents should take caution to develop positive relationships with their 
children, providing a warm and nurturing environment while also taking care not to become 
completely passive in parenting or to avoid conflict altogether. These conditions may ensure 
that even as children are hearing protective racial socialization messages, they also have the 
freedom to apply and/or challenge these messages which may ultimately lead to 
acknowledgement and internalization of parents’ racial socialization practices. 
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 A notable limitation of this study is the small sample size. Results of power analysis 
indicated that a larger sample size would be able to obtain effects that may not have been 
detected with the current sample size. A larger population may display a larger range of the 
predictor and outcome variables and provide a more accurate illustration of the roles of the 
predictor variables, namely the role of conflict in parent-adolescent relationships.  
 Future research in this area is needed to validate the findings of the current study. Also, a 
more in-depth examination of father roles in child-rearing may contribute to a better 
understanding of the lack of agreement between children and their fathers. This would 
provide a much needed extension to the developing research on the role of African American 
fathers and the influence of their presence or absence in the child-rearing process. It is 
possible that lack of agreement in the current study may also be due to the limited number of 
fathers participating and, consequently a limited amount of power to detect effects. This 
conjecture reinforces the need for additional research including African American fathers. 
Further research of the dimensions of racial socialization and their distinct transmission 
process and impact on child outcomes would also be a needed contribution to the field of 
racial socialization. In addition it may be helpful to construct a cross-sectional study that 
examines the variables in the current study at various stages of child development (i.e. pre-
school age, early school age, adolescence). Even more appropriate may be a longitudinal 
study of the variables in this study in order to investigate developmental changes in both 
parent-child relationship and racial socialization practices and their relationship to each other. 
Until these various studies can be formulated and conducted, however, the current findings 
provide important foundational information to the developing field of racial socialization. 
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